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BIO of Filmmaker Cynthia A. McKeown 

After graduating from Cornell University with a bachelor’s degree in Government, Cynthia McKeown worked as a 
community and labor organizer and became increasingly interested in film as a means of exploring and communicating 
important social issues. She enrolled in film school at Boston University and graduated with an MFA in 1995. 

Cynthia's first short documentary, Glory Days, tells the story of a racially divisive strike in a meat packing plant in South 
Boston in 1954. In the Beginning, a short narrative film that is a retelling of the Adam and Eve story from a feminist 
perspective, was screened at festivals and venues in throughout the United States and Canada. 

Cynthia was the producer for Voices of Love and Freedom, an educational program that uses multicultural children's 
stories to teach literacy and ethics to children attending the Boston public schools. She produced professional 
development videos for teachers to support implementation of this program. 

In 1999 Cynthia joined the Educational Programming Department of WGBH Television in Boston. During the next four 
years she produced over twenty programs through two major series on subjects ranging from early literacy development 
Teaching Reading K-2: A Library of Classroom Practices to innovative pedagogical approaches to sciences and 
mathematics instruction Teachers As Learners: Professional Development in Science and Mathematics. 

For the last nine years, Cynthia has also been following the life of Janice Fine, the subject of her documentary, One in 
Eight: Janice's Journey, from her initial diagnosis with breast cancer, through her treatment, recovery and subsequent 
milestones in her life. This is Cynthia’s first feature documentary. 

SELECTED AWARDS AND SCREENINGS  
 
Women in the Director’s Chair International Film and Video Festival 
Official Selection, 2004 
 
The Uninvited Muse: Four Women Artists Respond to Breast Cancer 
Wheelock College, 1999 
First Church of Jamaica Plain, 1999 
 
Boston Museum of Fine Arts 
Coolidge Corner Theatre 
Cape Cod Museum of Art 
Newburyport Screening Room 
Work selected for Local Sightings Series at these and other locations, 1996 
 
Canadian International Film Festival 
Special Merit Award, 1996 
 
Long Island Film and Video Festival 
Finalist, 1995 
 
The Arts Company 
Film included in international work by women artists, 1995 
 
New England Regional Film/Video Fellowship 
Grant Recipient, 1994 


